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What Is Percocet? 
Percocet is a prescription medication that combines: 

●​ Oxycodone – an opioid pain reliever​
 

●​ Acetaminophen – a non-opioid pain reliever and fever reducer​
 

It is used to treat moderate to moderately severe pain, typically when non-opioid treatments 
are not sufficient. 

Because it contains oxycodone, Percocet is classified as a Schedule II controlled substance 
in the United States due to its high potential for misuse and dependence. 

 

How Percocet Works 
Percocet provides pain relief through two mechanisms: 

●​ Oxycodone binds to opioid receptors in the brain and spinal cord, reducing pain 
perception.​
 

https://purduemeds.com/product-category/buy-percocet-online/


 

●​ Acetaminophen enhances analgesic effects and can reduce fever.​
 

Together, they provide stronger pain control than either ingredient alone. 

 

Medical Uses 
Healthcare providers may prescribe Percocet for: 

●​ Post-surgical pain​
 

●​ Severe injury-related pain​
 

●​ Dental procedures​
 

●​ Acute flare-ups of chronic pain​
 

It is usually intended for short-term use due to safety considerations. 

 

Prescription Requirements 
Because Percocet contains an opioid, safe access requires: 

1.​ Evaluation by a licensed healthcare provider​
 

2.​ A valid prescription​
 

3.​ Dispensing by a licensed pharmacy​
 

4.​ Monitoring through prescription drug monitoring programs (PDMPs)​
 

Telehealth consultations may be used for assessment, but controlled substance regulations still 
apply. 

Websites offering Percocet without a prescription often operate illegally and may sell counterfeit 
or unsafe products. 

 



 

Side Effects and Risks 

Common Side Effects 

●​ Drowsiness​
 

●​ Nausea​
 

●​ Constipation​
 

●​ Dizziness​
 

Serious Risks 

●​ Respiratory depression​
 

●​ Opioid use disorder​
 

●​ Overdose​
 

●​ Liver damage (due to acetaminophen)​
 

Taking excessive acetaminophen can lead to severe liver injury, even at relatively low overdose 
amounts. 

 

Dangerous Interactions 
Avoid combining Percocet with: 

●​ Alcohol​
 

●​ Benzodiazepines​
 

●​ Other opioids​
 

●​ Additional acetaminophen-containing medications​
 

These combinations significantly increase overdose and toxicity risk. 



 

 

Safe Use Tips 
To reduce risks: 

●​ Take only as prescribed​
 

●​ Do not exceed the recommended dose​
 

●​ Store securely away from children​
 

●​ Never share medication​
 

●​ Dispose of unused medication through pharmacy take-back programs​
 

 

Alternatives to Opioid Therapy 
Many patients benefit from non-opioid pain management approaches: 

Medication Options 

●​ NSAIDs (ibuprofen, naproxen)​
 

●​ Acetaminophen alone​
 

●​ Certain antidepressants or anticonvulsants for nerve pain​
 

Non-Medication Approaches 

●​ Physical therapy​
 

●​ Exercise programs​
 

●​ Cognitive behavioral therapy​
 

●​ Interventional procedures​
 

A multimodal pain management strategy can reduce reliance on opioids. 



 

 

Final Thoughts 
Percocet can be effective for short-term relief of moderate to severe pain when prescribed 
responsibly and monitored carefully. Because of its opioid component and acetaminophen 
content, it carries significant risks. 

Safe access always involves: 

●​ Proper medical evaluation​
 

●​ A valid prescription​
 

●​ Regulated pharmacy dispensing​
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